
MAZENODIAN

ISSUE 2 • VOLUME 30 • DECEMBER 2018

A PUBLICATION FOR THE COMMUNITY AND 
FRIENDS OF MAZENOD COLLEGE



There is no greater sacrifice than to put your life on the line for 
home and country. We thank our servicemen every year, but 
this year we especially thanked Mazenod Old Boys who have 
served Australia and their families.  The Mazenod Old Boys have 
been planning the ‘Roll of Honour’ for some time now and it is 
a tradition that the Old Boys wish to continue to develop and 
preserve into the future.

We also pay tribute to all those Old Boys that serve in our 
community in the police force, fire and emergency services. the 
ambulance service and in the medical profession.  These and 
other services can require personal sacrifice and exposure to 
traumatic events on a regular basis.  We are proud of them all.

While we honour our services, we also acknowledge the 
everyday heroes who work to support their families.  Your 
contribution on the bumpy journey of life with your partner and 
family is even more important and should not be overlooked.  
You are helping make a better world and a stronger Mazenod 
community.

Please enjoy this edition of the Mazenodian. 

Jeremy Logan (Class of 1982)
Old Boys Liaison Officer

ALUMNI 
OFFICE

PLEASE KEEP IN TOUCH
Old boys, past students, staff and 
friends 

We welcome all former students, 
parents, friends and staff to renew their 
association with the college and update 
their contact details.

Let us know where you are these days 
and what you are doing in your family 
and working lives. Please email info@
mobwa.com.au or if you are an Old Boy 
and would like to become a member of 
the MOB go online to the MOB website 
www.mobwa.com.au and download the 
membership form.

Alternatively you can telephone 
Jeremy Logan on (08) 9291 1500. Email 
addresses are very important to us, as 
most communication is via this method.

J
e

re
m

y
 L

o
g

a
n

 w
ith

 O
ld

 B
o

y,
N

ic
k
 R

e
ith

m
u

lle
r (C

la
ss o

f 2
0

15
)



As we draw to the end of another year 

it is heartening to read the stories of Old 

Boys, current students and staff as they 

strive to live lives guided by the values 

of St Eugene de Mazenod. Service and 

a desire to help are two very important 

parts of building authentic communities, 

these qualities are found in the people 

highlighted in the Mazenodian. 

St Eugene encouraged us to burn 

brightly and not be like smouldering 

wicks, neither here nor there. Respect 
and Dignity, Excellence, Courage and 

Passion and Compassion and Charity 

feature in the articles covering the 

breadth of the Mazenod community and 

I hope you enjoy reading the content.

Andrew Watson

PRINCIPAL’S 
MESSAGE



This year is the 100th anniversary 
commemorating the end of World War I.  On 
Friday 9 November we stopped to remember 
all those who have fought for our country and 
making the day even more special was the 
presentation of the Mazenod Honour Roll to the 
College, by the Mazenod Old Boys Association.

The Honour Roll was presented to the College 
by Rob Huston (Class of 78).  Rob spoke fondly 
of his time at the College, which was during 
the early years and of his pride at seeing how 
the College has developed over the years.  He 
believes that the resilience and strength of 
character developed at Mazenod College, 
contributes to the success of Old Boys who have 
served our country.   

The Honour Roll is a record of all Mazenod Old 
Boys who have seen active service with the 
Australian Defence Forces (ADF).  It is with great 
respect and pride that we honour these Old Boys.

RESPECT 
AND DIGNITY

MAZENOD 
HONOUR ROLL



On Saturday 3 November, the Mazenod Old Boys 
Association hosted the 5th Old Boys Memorial 
Mass.  As is tradition we started at the ‘Wall of 
Remembrance, with a blessing before moving 
into the chapel for a remembrance service.  The 
presentation of Old Boys photos was once again 
very moving and well received.  It was great to 
see a number of current graduating Year 12s in 
attendance, continuing to honour and grow the 
significance of the gathering.

Refreshments in the lower quadrangle are 
always a great way to finish off the best Old 
Boys event of the calendar. Please join us in 2019 
for the Memorial Mass on the first Saturday of 
November.

MEMORIAL MASS

On Remembrance Day 2018, we recognise the 
contribution of one special, select group of 
Mazenod Old Boys.  We recognise Mazenod 
Old Boys who have enlisted into the Australian 
Defence Forces and have served our country on 
active overseas duty. To date they number ten 
brave men, from students who were at Mazenod 
College in the 1970’s through to today.  They 
have served in 10 theatres of operations and have 
completed 25 tours of duty and some are still on 
active service today.

The Mazenod Old Boys Association chose to 
dedicate our Role of Honour Board to Seamus 
Doherty, who was a student at the College from 
1983-86.  Seamus saw active duty in United 
Nations operations in Somalia in 1993 with the 
3rd Combat Engineers, as a dog handler.  Seamus 
went on to a career in the WA Police Service 
and maintained a long involvement in the Army 
Reserve. He knew what it meant to serve. 

Seamus was one of the first to reply when I was 
gathering names for the honour board and was 
very encouraging.  He couldn’t believe his name 
and his service was going to be remembered and 

honoured on the board.  During this time Seamus was 
fighting cancer and sadly he has since pasted away. 

Seamus, just another boy from this College who enlisted 
and served his country as he promised. He upheld the 
values central to the Australian Defence Force: Courage. 
Endurance. Mateship. Sacrifice, values akin to the 
Mazenod College. 

Our College is now part of this state and country’s 
history.  This Role of Honour is a living record of one 
special group and their contribution, commitment to this 
country, its people and its future. 

On behalf of the Mazenod Old Boys Association it gives 
me great pleasure and pride to present to you The 
‘Mazenod College Roll of Honour’.  Remember this day 
and the names on this board, because from this day our 
College stands stronger and prouder and brighter in its 
place in the sun.  For all of us, let us not forget this about 
those who have served, or are still serving.  No matter 
where they are serving… No matter why they are there… 
And no matter what they are doing ... They serve in our 
name.

Lest We Forget

EXTRACT OF SPEECH 
FROM ROBERT (BOB) HUSTON (CLASS OF 1978) 



I attended Mazenod from 1976 to 1982. The school 
was still relatively new, so there was always a lot of 
construction going on to keep pace with the ever-
growing student numbers. This also meant there 
were always plenty of work parties to volunteer for, 
or more accurately, be volunteered for.  All part of 
building Esprit de Corps, I guess.

My wife Diane and I have been married nearly 24 
years. We are very lucky to have three kids, Jayden, 
Maddelyn and Haylee. They are truly my greatest joy 
in life…..this would be their cue to roll their eyes.

Fortunately, I have had a number of rewarding 
careers. I am currently a partner in a new mining 
venture. Quite a change from my previous main 
careers at a security consulting firm and a soldier 
in the Australian Army. Why the multiple careers? 
Well I discovered over the years that I need to 
find new challenges from time to time, otherwise, 
work becomes a little mundane. My biggest career 

highlight was passing the Special Air Service 
Regiment Selection Course and it provided a very 
rewarding and interesting 18 year military career.

Although I don’t get a chance to play much sport 
these days, I did have two great loves when I was 
at school; basketball and badminton. My success 
in badminton was thanks to the late, great Francis 
“Ferdy” Fernando, whom, as our school coach, used 
to run us ragged around the court without breaking a 
sweat. In fact, he used to do the same when I played 
him in squash. All that with his two bad knees. I don’t 
think I ever did take a set off him.

My time academically at Mazenod was……let’s just say 
a little chequered. I was by no means a star student; 
not a bad kid, just more focused on having fun. Ask 
Jeff Ronan about that. He was a young teacher, not 
long out of Teachers College and was instrumental 
in my first trip to the Principal’s office. Apparently, 
wearing your uniform backwards is in breach of 

ADAM CORBETT (CLASS OF 1982)

COURAGE 
AND PASSION



school uniform policy…..who would have thought! 
There were plenty of other minor infractions, but I 
won’t bore you with those, more so to protect the 
guilty involved.

I do have one recollection that features prominently 
in all my memories of Mazenod, and that was the 
College was always there in times of need, not only 
for students, but also the families. I remember my 
family going through a particularly rough period 
and it would have been much rougher were it not 
for the school staff.  Particularly Fr McMahon and 
Fr Maroney being there to lean on for support. The 
school definitely had a sense of family, so much so, 
that 35 years later when our family experienced 
another tragedy, Fr McMahon was right there with a 
helping hand. I will always be grateful.

In writing this little jaunt down memory lane, I was 
asked to share some “pearls of wisdom” to help 
students through secondary school. Well, now that 

you have a sense of my shady academic history, I 
would feel a hypocrite to offer any academic advice….
so I won’t. What I feel a little more qualified to do 
is pass on some life advice, which I think is more 
important. Firstly, it’s not the end of the world if you 
don’t have a detailed plan of life after school. Life 
can, and often will, take you on unexpected detours 
before you finally discover what you really love doing. 
So, just go with it.

Follow your passion and don’t let anyone ever, ever 
tell you to give up on it, because it doesn’t follow an 
accepted career path. Passion is the fuel that powers 
you to excel in life. If it is snuffed out, it is very 
difficult to reignite and that is a tragedy. And lastly, 
but definitely most importantly; if you truly want to 
succeed in life, be it your chosen career, finding the 
love of your life or simply pursuing happiness; never 
ever, ever, ever give up.

Who Dares Wins



I am a Detective First Class Constable at the Regional 
Investigation Unit (RIU).  The RIU investigates serious 
offences including, but not limited to, commercial 
armed robberies, return to prison warrants, prison 
escapees and serious cross district offences.

I am married and still play footy in my spare time.   
I play for Trinity Aquinas during the regular football 
season and the WA Police Force (Hogs) in October, 
where we travel and play a championship against all 
other state police services.  I was named in the All-
Australian Hogs team for 2012 and 2018, which was 
great.

Reflecting back on my time at Mazenod, I would have 
to say that leadership and determination were two 
qualities that were instilled in me during my time at 

the College.  These attributes along with others I 
learnt from my time at Mazenod have helped me to 
be successful in my application to join the WA Police 
and have served me well in my career so far.  I spent 
four years in South Hedland before returning to 
Perth in order to complete my studies to become a 
detective.  A highlight of my career so far would be 
receiving a Commissioner’s Commendation Award in 
November 2018.

If there is something I could share with current 
students, it would be to stick together and help each 
other out.  Not everyone is the same and everyone 
deals with things differently. Reach out for help when 
you need it and, conversely, lend a hand when you 
think someone else requires it.  Never feel like you are 
alone, as a Mazenod Old Boy you never are.

AARON OGG (CLASS OF 2003)



I’m a radiation oncology medical physics registrar at 
Liverpool Hospital in Sydney, NSW. It’s an on the job 
training position that leads to becoming a qualified 
medical physicist. Medical physicists do a lot of the 
behind the scenes work to ensure that radiotherapy 
machines are working as intended and that radiation 
treatments are as safe and effective as possible. 

My role is to undertake training so as to be able 
to provide management and scientific support for 
patient treatment and clinical radiotherapy equipment 
maintenance; including treatment planning, radiation 
safety, radiation dosimetry, research and development. 
Basically, my function is to study lots of books, do a lot of 
assignments and pester the more senior physicists with 
an endless stream of questions all whilst helping out with 
the technical aspects of a busy radiotherapy clinic. 

I recently graduated from UWA with a Master of Physics: 
Medical Physics and currently live in Sydney with my 
fiancée and our cat.

Reflecting back, I can’t really pin it down to 
just one thing in isolation, more of a holistic 
experience. I guess I learnt that getting involved 
in the community is a good thing. I enjoyed the 
Mazenod Kickboxing Club, I think this helped me 
learn some discipline and determination in my 
formative years. The Chess Club was always fun 
and competitive. Participating in the performing 
arts and drama shows was a good social outlet. 
The ski trip was also a real blast!

To students currently at Mazenod, choose who 
you listen to carefully. Many of your mentors may 
be people who grew up in a different economic 
and social climate and although their life advice 
is well meant it could be a maladaptive strategy 
in today’s world. A general rule of thumb is 
to only heed the advice of people who have 
knowledge of things that you would like to have. 
For me that’s my physics professors and Warren 
Buffett.

JOSHUA HIATT (CLASS OF 2007)



2018 SRI LANKA IMMERSION
During the Term Three break Mr John Keogh and Mr 
Damian Wallis accompanied seven Year 11 students 
(Blake Ralston, Joshua Pendal, Joshus Franklin, 
Dominic Lawrence, Kael Fisher, Brendan Heliams 
and Alexander Hooper) to the Sri Lanka immersion 
tour.  Our goal was to observe the ministries that 
the Oblates of Mary Immaculate are involved in in Sri 
Lanka.  The following are two reflections from two 
students who participated in the immersion.  

On the first day of our Sri Lanka immersion we had 
a tour around Saint Vincent House to ease us into 
Sri Lanka and to deal with the jet lag. On the tour, 
we saw Saint Vincent’s sources of income, which 
included a pig farm, and selling candles. It was 
amazing to see how many people work to keep Saint 
Vincent’s running. 

The next day we went to see the kids in the 
orphanage, where children had been abandoned 
by their family, or have been found wandering the 
streets.  We arrived at the orphanage around lunch 
time and we were allowed to sit down and talk to 
the kids. It was amazing how welcoming they were 
to us, how they would let us sit with them and they 
would talk to us, usually about sport. Then we were 
allowed to play outside with them. The amazing part 
about this was how happy all the kids were, even 
though most of them have had a very rough start to 
life, which they could easily be depressed about and 
broken. It was very inspiring. 

On day three we started a very long bus drive to see 
a turtle shelter where people safely release turtles 
into the sea and save turtles from poachers. We then 

COMPASSSION 
AND CHARITY



went to a museum that had horrific 
photos of the Boxing Day tsunami 
in 2004 that killed thousands of 
people.  

Day five we woke up early to see 
Saint Joseph’s cross, which is a five 
hundred year old cross with special 
significance to Catholics in Sri 
Lanka. Then we went to see Saint 
Vincent’s technical school that 
works to give children skills to get 
a good job to help improve their 
life. It was strange to see the metal 
work and wood work rooms with 
almost no safety at all. 

– Blake Ralston

During the second half of the immersion we went to Anuradhapura, 
a parish in north Sri Lanka where Fr Dileepa OMI works.   We saw a 
kindergarten, which contained around 10 children.  These children were 
very poor and only had access to the most basic and old equipment, 
but wherever we looked we could only see smiles on their faces.

After many long trips in the bus we visited the homes where planning 
is taking place to install the water filters bought from the funds raised 
at Mazenod Mission Day. Even though most of the homes had a water 
well on their property, the water is contaminated.  At one of the houses 
we visited, a mother was attempting to bring in an income by selling 
bags and purses.  Even though this was her only source of income she 
still gave each of us pencil cases.  This was a common occurrence in 
each of the houses we visited.  Even though we were strangers, they 
would give us what little they had.  It was a very moving 
experience. 

- Alex Hooper 



Every year it seems like scores are getting closer in 
the Old Boys v Students football matches.  Could it 
be that the boys are getting better each year, or are 
the Old Boys just slowing down?  This year, the new 
black jumpers were unveiled for the first time, these 
are worn by Old Boys who are younger than 35 years 
old, so students know who they can tackle as hard as 
they like!  Last year’s deep purple jumpers were once 
again adorned by the ‘old’ Old Boys!

In a hard fought but enjoyable game the Old Boys 
managed to overcome an enthusiastic student team 
by only a few points.  The final score was Old Boys 
12.6(78) defeated Students 11.7(73).  Best Player for 
the Old Boys was Lane Sedgewich (Class of 2016) 
and Maverick Hamilton was best for the students.  

Thank you to everyone involved. Your commitment 
helps to keep this tradition alive.  We look forward to 
next year.

OLD BOYS 
V STUDENTS 
FOOTBALL MATCH

MOB 
SUMMARY



CLASS OF 1988

The Empire bar was the venue for the 30 year reunion of the 
Class of 1988.  Thanks to the hard work of Deputy College 
Captain, Hayden McNamara assisted by Paul Morgan, 21 Old 
Boys joined us for the night.  It was also great to see staff 
members and famous duo Rob Holt and Nick Allen make another 
reunion appearance.  Thanks to MOBA for providing the food 
platters for the evening, it was greatly appreciated.  We look 
forward to seeing more of the Class of 1988 at the 40th reunion.

CLASS OF 1998

On Saturday 17 November the Class of ‘98 held their 20 year 
reunion at the Balmoral Hotel. There were a few apologies from 
overseas and interstate, but a good night was had by all who 
attended. Thank you to our former teacher Mr John Magro for 
taking the time to come down and say hello. Thank you also to 
the Mazenod Old Boys Association for supporting the event.

From left to right: James Miles, Charles Ambrose, Sean 
Sanderson, Daniel Canciglia, Simon Hart, Robert Sanderson, 
James Flurry, Gary Staker, Mark Richardson, Leigh Smithers, 
Chris Kee, Brad McDonnell, Paul Haselby, Dane Hazelton, Adrian 
Welten, Nathan Ebbs, Matthew Keogh, Brendon Ogg, Jeremy 
Wallace, Michael Openshaw (and Alan Zanich – late).

Michael Openshaw (Class of 1998)

CLASS OF 2008

A great class and a great turn out from the boys of 2008. Friday 
21 September at the Empire bar was a night to remember. 
Reuniting with classmates from 10 years ago was brilliant.  
Friendships were renewed, and the banter was priceless. It was 
almost like no time had passed between us at all.  Thanks to the 
organisers and the Old Boys Association for their support.

REUNIONS



Welcome to the final edition of MOB News for 
2018.  To the MOB membership, Mr Andrew 
Watson Principal of Mazenod College, Oblate 
Priests and Staff of Mazenod College, the 
Mazenod College Board and Mazenod College 
parents, students and community, I would like to 
express my gratitude and wish to thank everyone 
for their support and patronage given to the MOB 
Association.  Special thanks to the 2018 committee 
and Mr David Vallis (Honorary member) for the 
unconditional time given, pro-active support 
provided for all MOB events and loyalty exhibited 
to the College; our gratitude to Mr Ray McManus 
from Araluen Accountancy Roleystone, for the 
professional work they do each year with auditing 
the MOB accounts, and a huge acknowledgement 
and thank you to Frank Bosa (Class of 1983).  
Frank was part of the original committee when 
MOB formed back in 2011.  He has been extremely 
supportive and loyal to our cause, so on behalf of 
everyone involved, “thanks Boz you’ve been great 
to work with and will always be part of the MOB!”

Next year we welcome Liam Staltari (Class of 
2012) who joins the MOB 2019 committee.  It’s 
great to have you part of the MOB.  Special 
mention to a number of families and individuals 
who kindly provided donations to the MOB.  Our 
gratitude and thanks for the generosity and 
kindness shown, to Tony and Joanne Ioppollo, 
Louie and Jenny Conti, Scott Cummings, Peter 
Gurry and Greg Roberts … keeping the Mazza 
Spirit alive.

2018 MOB snapshot
MOB is now in its 8th year and is continuing to fulfil its 
mission of ensuring that Mazenod Old Boys continue 
to be part of the College community long after they 
exit school life.  Our membership now stands at 1026 
and is growing.  The 2017–2018 period was extremely 
successful in managing to increase the profile of the 
MOB within the school and within the Hills community.  
As a result, all MOB events were very well supported, so 
thank you to everyone for their backing.
A snapshot of MOB community aid and events included:
• Mazenod College Family Hardship funding
• Six financial annual travel bursaries to assist students 

reach their goals – National representation in a sport;  
National representation in an academic competition

• 12 x Mazenod College Awards – academic, sporting 
and religious

• Four Reunions – 1978, 1988, 1998, 2008
• Footy tipping
• Three Year 12 BBQ’s for chats with Year 12’s about 

‘life after school’
• Old Boys Sporting – Hockey, Basketball and Football 

matches.  MOB now have two sets – Black (Old 
Boys) and Purple (Veterans)

• MOB Golf Day
• MOB Mass - ‘In loving memory of passed Old Boys … 

forever in our hearts’
• Remembrance Day – Honour Board ceremony 

dedicated to past Old Boys who served their country 
in the Armed Forces … ‘Lest we forget’.  (Coincided 
with 100 year anniversary of the end of WWI).

• St Eugene de Mazenod Speech Competition $10, 
$20 and $30 vouchers

MOB PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

MOB 
SUMMARY



• Bringing the Sunday session back with the MOB.  
Our largest annual reunion that includes old boys 
from the 2018 way back to the 1970’s

• Community sponsorship - Mazenod Junior 
Football Club, Mazenod Junior Basketball Club, 
Mazenod Lesmurdie Cricket Club

• Assisting with future employment for past old 
boys

• Academic recognition – Presentation Night, 
Religious awards, D&T Arts awards.  Personal 
Excellence

• Sporting achievements - Junior Sportsman of the 
Year and Senior Sportsman of the year

• Music Department monetary assistance for new 
equipment

• Legends at Lunchtime – mentors/guest speakers 
at events on career guidance for Mazenod 
students

… it feels good being part of a proactive MOB.

Special mentions of gratitude … MOB 2018 Champions

Andrew Watson (Mazenod Principal)  
Vice President Basil Conti (Class of 1983), Eric Paini 
(Class of 1980),Treasurer Sean Cameron (Class of 
1982), Dave Vallis, Secretary Bob Huston (Class of 
1978), Fr Michael McMahon, Jeremy Logan (Class of 
1982), Jeff Ronan (Class of 1976), Matt Alexander 

(Class of 2015), Peter Douthie, Frank Bosa (Class of 
1983), John Payne, Pep Caltanisetta (Class of 1989),
Lyn McDonald, Adrian Conti (Class of 1987), Janine 
Bishop, Sebastian Fiolo (Class of 1989), Lil Disisto, 
John Keogh (Class of 2004), Sam Graham, Chris 
Mason (Class of 2002), Louise Bell, Liam Mallon 
(Class of 2006), Michael Scarfone, Richard Kostecki, 
Anna Scanlan, Sean Marriott (Class of 1983), Nick 
Allen, Iggy Moro (Class of 1987), Ben Floyd, Patrick 
Jebb (class of 1982), Justin Pavlinovich (class 
of 1989), Ray McManus – Araluen Accountancy 
Roleystone, Mazenod Lesmurdie Cricket Club, 
Kalamunda Cougars Sports Club

Thank you to all our members and supporters 
for helping us grow and make a difference in our 
community.  As I have often said …”the MOB is only 
as strong as our memberships allow it to be”.  From 
the high level of membership, success of events 
organised and passion from its committee, it is very 
clear that the MOB is here to stay.

Finally, to the MOB community, Mr Andrew Watson, 
Oblate Priests, Mazenod staff, students and parents, I 
would like to wish everyone all the very best over the 
Christmas and New Year period.

Leo Conti (Class of 1982)
President MOB



MOB EVENTS CALENDAR – 2019
EVENT 1 MOB Welcome Year 12 BBQ   

Term 1
Date: Monday 18 February (Term 1 Week 3)

EVENT 2 Mazenod Old Boys Hockey Match
Date: Sunday 24 March (Term 1 Week 8)
Time: 1.30pm
Venue: Melville Hockey Turf

EVENT 3 MOB Mid semester Year 12 BBQ  
Term 2

Date: Tuesday 21 May (Term 2 Week 4)

EVENT 4 MOB Sporting Legends Night
Date: Saturday 25 May (Term 2 Week 4)
Time: 7.00pm – 11.45pm
Venue: Mazenod College Gym

EVENT 5 Mazenod Old Boys Basket Ball Match
Date: Term 2 June

EVENT 6 Mazenod Golf Day    
Term 3

Date: Monday 26 August (Term 3 Week 6)

EVENT 7 Mazenod Old Boys Footy Match 
Date: 20 September Friday (Term 3 Week 9)
Time: 4.30pm bounce down
Venue: Fr MacKintosh Oval Mazenod College

EVENT 8 MOB Farewell and good luck Year 12 BBQ
Date: Monday 23 September (Term 3 Week 10)

EVENT 9 Mazenod Old Boys Mass … ‘In loving 
memory of past old boys’ Term 4

Date: Saturday 2 November
Time: 5pm
Venue: Mazenod College Chapel

EVENT 10 “Bringing the Sunday Session back with the 
MOB” at the Kalamunda Hotel

Date: Sunday 24 November
Time: Any time from 3pm onwards
Venue: Kalamunda Hotel

MOB 2019 COMMITTEE MEETING DATES
7.30pm Mazenod College Staff Room

TERM 1:  Week 2:  Thursday 14 February
 Week 7:  Wednesday 20 March (if required)

TERM 2:   Week 3:  Wednesday 15 May
 Week 7:  Wednesday 12 June (if required)

TERM 3:   Week 3:  Wednesday 7 August
 Week 7:  Wednesday 4 September (if 

required)

TERM 4:   Week 2:  Wednesday 23 October (Review 
and Planning)

 Week 6: Wednesday 20 November – AGM
 Week 9: 11 December. Planning Meeting for 

2020



Following the huge success of the 2017 school 
musical, Little Shop of Horrors and the incredible 
2015 production, Addams Family, the Visual and 
Performing Arts Department are excited to bring you 
Oliver! in 2019. 

Although the show will open in July, preparations are 
well under way and we have had an overwhelming 
turn out to the audition workshops that have been 
held every Tuesday afternoon in Term Four. The 
purpose of these workshops is to teach the students 
practical skills to perform well in an audition, that can 
be a very daunting experience. The workshops have 
been open to the wider community and we have 
been pleased to welcome students from St Brigid’s 
College, Mercedes College and local primary schools.

Auditions for roles in the production will be held in 
December, with the successful cast being notified 
over the summer break. Then the work begins.  
Rehearsals will officially commence in Term One, 
2019 with the show opening during the Term Two 
school holidays. 

We have been fortunate to have Chris Alvaro 
(Class of 2018) join us at some of the workshops, 
representing the Old Boy community with 
enthusiasm and energy. Whole school productions, 

such as the bi-annual Musical are a great way to 
involve our past students and maintain positive 
community connections with them. Last year Rhys 
Pottinger (Class of 2016) helped us with lighting, 
while studying to complete his Bachelor of Lighting 
Design at the Western Australian Academy of 
Performing Arts.  It was great to have his knowledge 
and enthusiasm involved in the production.

A whole school musical production requires an 
incredible effort, but fortunately we are blessed with 
such a generous community, who are always willing 
to lend a hand and support the staff and students 
through their journey. If you would like to be involved, 
even in a very small way please contact Mrs Jane 
Gilbert, Coordinator of our Friends of Performing 
Arts committee (FOPA). 

If you can’t physically be involved, you can still help.  
Spread the word about our fabulous new show, bring 
your family and invite your friends to come along to 
see what promises to be a fantastic show.   

We look forward to bringing you a show that is 
bigger and better than ever before.

Beth Parkinson
Director

OLIVER!



The old saying, ‘from boiled 

lollies to chocolates’, is an 

excellent way of describing 

the transformation of Design 

and Technology at Mazenod 

College this year.  

IN WITH 
THE NEW



From the days in the hot demountable with Mr John 
Mercer, to time spent in the old D&T centre, those of 
you who have lived that experience will be pleasantly 
surprised if you ever have the opportunity to visit the 
new Design and Technology building

This year’s July school holidays were a sprint to the 
finish line, to be ready to move students into the new 
facility at the beginning of Term Three.   Thanks to 
the great efforts by all the D&T staff that made it 
possible for us to be open for business in the first 
week of the term.  

On Monday 10 September, the new building was 
officially blessed and opened by Fr Peter Daly 
OMI.  Invited guests, which included visitors from 
Oblate Colleges around Australia, joined staff, 
community and students in celebrating the naming 
of the building the ‘Provence Centre for Design and 
Technology’.

Provence holds a special place in Mazenod’s story as 
it was in Aix-en-Provence that St Eugene began his 
ministry more than 200 years ago.

Artisans were just one of the groups of the poor 
St Eugene recognised as being forgotten in the 
upheaval of the French Revolution, and these people 
of great creativity and skill have always held a special 
place in the work of the Oblates.

The building covers an area of about 1850 square 
metres on the northern boundary of the College 
grounds.  It includes five dedicated workshop spaces 
that feature a continuous line-of-sight, throughout 

the whole workspace.  It also features breakout pods 
that allow students to work on different activities, but 
still remain supervised.  

A great feature has been the implementation of 
the latest technologies including 3D printers, laser 
cutting machines, a CNC Plasma Cutter, a CNC 
Router, as well as some of the latest software 
packages to complement them.  Access to this 
technology will help students and staff to be more 
creative and push the boundaries of teaching, 
designing and production.

The completion of the Provence Centre is the result 
of about two years of planning, designing and 
construction and I would like to thank everyone 
involved in the process for their dedication and 
effort.  

Incredible, amazing and fantastic are some of the 
adjectives visitors have used when describing our 
new facility and I still get a thrill out of seeing the 
look on people’s faces when they visit for the first 
time.

The ‘Provence Centre’ is a real pleasure to work and 
teach in every day.  Our students are really relishing 
and appreciating the change. Our hope as a College 
is that the centre will allow us to not only improve the 
quality of the courses that we currently run, but to 
also add to the scope of what we offer to continue to 
prepare our young men for their life after Mazenod.

Michael Scarfone
Head of Design and Technology
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